City of Albuquerque
ALBUQUERQUE BIOLOGICAL PARK
NEWS RELEASE
 
FOR:               ABQ BIOPARK
 
DATE:            WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2, 2010
 
CONTACT:    HOLLY CASMAN, AQUARIUM MANAGER, (505) 848-7176
                        OR
                        TED TRUJILLO, ZOO ASSISTANT CURATOR (HOOFSTOCK), (505) 764-6271
 
RELEASE:     IMMEDIATELY, PLEASE
 
SUMMARY:  BIOPARK ANIMALS HELP WITH HAIR-RAISING EFFORT FOR GULF OIL SPILL CLEAN-UP
 
 

The ABQ BioPark is now accepting hair and fiber donations at all facilities (Zoo, Aquarium/Garden, and Tingley Beach).  The hair contributions will go to New Mexico’s Hair to Help, a joint project of nonprofit organizations working with Matter Of Trust, which uses the fiber to create oil-absorbing mats and booms to help clean up oil spills.

 

The fleeces from BioPark llamas, alpacas, Navajo-Churro sheep and Bactrian camels will be included in the hair donation. Media will have the opportunity to observe the shearing on Thursday, June 3 at 2:00pm (please see details below.)

 

Aquarium Manager Holly Casman has seen first-hand the devastating effects of an oil spill. “We are ready to do all we can do to help the Gulf and its wildlife recover from this tragedy,” she said. “Even though we are far away from the Gulf, New Mexicans can help in several ways. Contributions of hair and monetary support are two. It’s also easy for all of us to help by keeping the Rio Grande healthy. The river is our liquid link to the Gulf.”

 

In this effort, the ABQ BioPark is joining Hair to Help, an effort of New Mexico nonprofits working together to raise hair and cash donations to help with the Gulf Coast recovery. Wildlife Rescue of New Mexico, Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots, Cause for Paws, Grand Circle Field School and the NM BioPark Society have acquired donated warehouse space and will collect hair, make it into boom, and send it to the Gulf with NM volunteers, including wildlife professionals. 

 

Hair donations are being accepted at the BioPark’s Zoo Administration Office (903 10th Street SW, 87105), Aquarium/Garden Administration Office (2601 Central Ave NW, 87104) and Tingley Train Station (1800 Tingley Drive4 SW, 87102).  You can also donate at the Cause for Paws Foundation at the Veterinary & Emergency Specialty Centers (4000 Montgomery NE, 87109 or 2001 Vivigen Way, Santa Fe, 87505).  Donors may also call (505) 797-8540 for pick up by Grand Circle Field School.
 

MEDIA OPPORTUNITY
The media is invited to the shearing of llamas and alpacas on Thursday, June 3 at 2:00pm. Please meet at the Zoo back entrance (1451 Kit Carson Drive SW) to be accompanied by Zoo staff to the llama and alpaca areas behind-the-scenes. Please contact Ted Trujillo, Zoo Assistant Curator, 505-764-6271 for questions about the shearing.

 

